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TO THE 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. OF IRELAND. 



Utcunque ferent ea fa<Sta minaret 
Vincet amor patris.— — . 



Ai 



GENTLEMEN, 



lS you have difplayed a virtue feidom paralleled; fo 

do youftand in a Situation altogether without precedent. 
For the firfl: time in the hiftory of the empire has the 
vote of parliament been deemed a dead letter and its 
voice a brutum fulmen. For the firfl: time has a minifter 
confronted the Houfe of Commons in the very moment 
of his defeat, and declared a refolution to perfevere in 
a meafure freth branded by their reprobation. I fpeak 
not of the fhamelefs and abandoned effrontery of the boy • 
the prefent time is too precious towaftc upon an unwor- 
thy individual, and public indignation fhould not Be 
thrown away upon an objeQ appropriated by contempt. 
But I fpeak of the conflitutibnal novelty, and I exhort you 
to fnrvey with fteady and ftudious attention the politi- 
cal phenomenon of a government, rtabilitating its pro- 
jeas upon the difapprobation of Parliament. Hitherto 
the eourtefy of the conftitution has confidered a minif- 
rerial majority as fpeaking the fenfe of parliament ; and 
by a coriftruQion which has been fubtnitted to, even 
when it has been murmured at, fnch has been called the 
voice of the people. Even this has been limited by, the 
decency of former days; and the minifter who found 
himfelf Supported by a mere majority, has uniformly re- 
tired. But the gradual relaxation of modern politics 
has, fince the adminiftration of Mr. Pitt, restrained 
the old fafhioned principle; and thegieateft moderation 
which the people have been warranted of late to expe<5t 
from the minifter, is that he would abandon a particular 
meafure when he found he was not able to carry it. 
Much was expeaed from the youthful patriotifm of 
Lord Caftlereagh, and it was very little doubted by thofe 
who knew him, that if he had but a majority of one,. 
he was too conftitutional not to aa upon it. But his 
Lordftiip has gone further— he has omftripped expeda- 
tion — he has difeovered anew principle, and revealed a 
new fyftem in politics. He is the firfl: minifter who, in 
the fame moment that he was left in a minority, had 
thefpirit to addrefs the Houfe of Commons in this re- 
markable language— I will perfevere in themetfure which 
you have rejetted. He is the firfl: minifter who has dis- 
placed the fervants of the crown becaufe they voted with 
the majority in parliament. He may claim all the dif- 
cretion of exhibiting to an irritated people in an inflam- 
mable moment, the provoking fpeaacle of the executive- 



committed with thereprefentative. Thefe certainly are 
novelties juftly referved for an age of wonders, and ap- 
propriately allotted' to an age of revolutions. Such 
events were never forefeen by the Simplicity of our an- 
ceftors; and Were the fliades of Sir Robert Walpole 
and Lord North to return upon earth, they would liften 
to the tale with faftidious incredulity. 

While I hold up thefe things to your aftoniftimenr, I 
do not intend to excite that mute wonder,, which the modeft 
minifter will not fail to tellyou is involuntary praife. I 
truft you will perufe with attention the inftruc-tive page 
which he has opened, and I hope that your comment 
may be praaical. Let thefe facTts open your eyes at 
orici to thfe nature of that' meafure 'which tfv; minifler 
fays you have in vain rejeaed. Read Lord Caftlereagh's 
condua, and Mr. Pitt's Speech together, and learn from 
thefe faithful documents whatan Union is. 

The veil is honcftly withdrawn ; it is no longer pre- 
tended that an Union is made neceflary by our recent 
calamities, or recommended by commercial advantages; 
we are called 'away by the minifter at once from all 
thofe amufing and inftruaive fpeculations in which we 
Have indulged upon this interefting fubjea. How it is 
to bear upon our religious diftinQions- — how it might af- 
fea our trade, were good topics for pamphlets and for 
fpccchcs — they might point a moral, or adorn a tale. 
liven Mr. Cooke's ingenuity has become obfolete, and 
it is no longer neceflary for the Caflle to demonftrufe 
that an Union, like a noftrum, is good for alldiforderc. 
Ever fmcethe D'Oyer Hundred addrelTed, it has been 
forgotten that Cork might have been benefited by the in- 
juries of Ireland ;' all abftraa diScuflions, and praaical 
calculations, are at an end. Mr.. Pitt has" Amplified the 
queftion, has brought it to a point, and wit and argu- 
ment and felf-rntereft may repofe. Not to meet tempo- 
rary inconvenience, but to counteraa permanent mif- 
chief, is an Uniqn intended- To reclaim the BARBA- 
RISM of Ireland— id improve the understandings 
of the Irifb— to put an end to a parliament, which from 
radical defefl oj cohflitulion CANNOT' SERVE THE 
COUNTRY — and to expunge every trace of that mea- 
fure, the CHILDISH measure, cf the independence of 
the parliament of Ireland.* Thefe are the objeas of an 
Union — thefe are the projeas, and this is the language 
of the minifter. You are at once at iflue with him, 
whether, you will give him your conftittuion or not. 
Gentlemen, I feel a reverence for you which could be 
little underftood by the Lord Lieutenant's Secretary, 
and in the fpiritof that feeling, I forbear to infuit your 
underftandings (all barbarous as- they ere) by com- 

* Vide Mr. Pitt's Speech. 
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mewing upon this infbfcnt attack. HI thought that r acknowledge however, that i'ri this Aftern, on« 
the fpirit of the Irifh Huufe of* -Commons required to be thing aftonifhes me, and I can attribute to nothing but to 
roufed io a fen'.c of itsinlukec! and outraged dignity, Lord Caftlereagh's conftitutional decorum, that with 



I fhould not harbour a-w.ifh for its exigence, but fhould 
haftcn theaccomplilhment of its ruin, and rejoice with 
Mr. Pitt in the overthrow of. a parliament radically in- 
capable cf..fervitig my coutitry. 

Obfevve the conduct of the Irifh, walking hand in 
in hand with the language of the Engliih minifler-*— 
Obferve nearly two thirds of the counries of Ireland 
and mod .of the principal cities, declaring explicitly 
againft this innovation— the cry of the public diffatis- 
faction hourly fwelling, the metropolis unanimous, and 



to preferve appearances which induces him to exert mi- 
nifterial ingenuity in order to procure a minority in parli- 
ament. I candidly fet this down to his-parriotifm, and 
when I fee the violence of his meafures thinning the 
trea-fury' bench, I confole myfelf hyobferving that his 
public fpirit recruits it. When I fee a legal preferment 
given to a bafrifter- without proft'ffional bufinefs, under 
the aufpices of a political Lord Chancellor, and a Colo- 
nelcy of Militia refufed to an old foldier, and given to 
a lubberly country gentleman in the administration of a 



the difinterefted'D'Oyer Hundred of Cork confirming a Martinet, I hail with- much fatisfaction the only fymp 

"* " -'-■-- • toms which the fecretary has betrayed of any regard for 

the opinion of theHoufe of Commons. 

Gentlemen, in fuch a crifis, what is to be done? I 
prefume not to advife that wifdom, or to ftimulate that 
public fpirit, which have fo 'recently, diftinguifhed theirs 
felves. I do riot intend to weary you with arguments 
againft ., this abominable meafure which you fo lately 
have reprobated^yoii are fenfible of its mifchiefs al- 
ready. You have^rstW that if Ireland lofcs her Houfc 
of Commons fhe will lofe her friends. You knpw that 
a military government mull be fubftituted in exchange, 
and that the men who have argued that Ireland may be 



general fentimerit by its folitary exception :— this uni- 
verfal feeling functioned within your walls, and the voice 
of the Irilh parliament, echoing the voice of the Irifli 
people, and all this, (lighted and contemned, audacioufly 
defied by Mr. Pitt,; and frigidly disregarded by his de- 
puty. _ 

There is more in -the picture of the prefent moment 
worthy of your attention :*— If government have inter- 
fered to erufh the expreffion of the public opinion— If a 
letter has been written from the Caftle to procure the 
fuppreffion of a -conftidition.il meeting of electors in 
one place— If in another, a General of a diftiict has pub 



licly prohibited a fimilar meeting upon pain of difper- made another Yorklhirc, and is fuftieiently proximate to 

fion.by the foldi-ry— -If thefc things have happened, England for a common legiilative, admit that it is fuffi- 

(aiid they have happened,) you will be naturally induced cieiitly diflinct for a feparate and deputed executive. 

to enquire further into the fitu.uion of your country.— You know what a military government is, even with a 

It may no longer perhaps be a matter of curiofity and parliament, and I truft we never ftiall experience what 

conjecture that every packet which announces the perti- it is without one. You are confeious of the abfurdity 

nacity of the defeated minifter, announces at the fame upon the face of this propofition — that the Irifh gentry-, 

time the march of frefh troops for Ireland, and tbat.at* in order to acquire a capability of ferving their country, 

the clofe^ of the rebellion, <we are aftonifhed by the rapid mult remove four hundred miles from it. You fee 

influx of thofe fuccours whofe tardy approaches we la- plainly that this is with the minifter a defperate mea- 

mented in the commencement of it. When all fhefe Aire of finance and revenge — that in his own.fpeech he 

things arc confidercd, fmaller matters will ceafe to fur- ftatcs it openly to be revenge for our counteraction of 

prife. It will then be nothing but eonfiftenCy that a his propofit ions in 1785, and of his regency polt* 

government print in England fheuld have publifhed a tics in 1789, and that in the King's meiTage the 

grofs, falfe, and libellous, miftatement of the proceed- financial bait was thrown out to the Ehgli/h, which 

ings of the Irifh parliament, and have reprefented your had been artfully hid from the Irifh parliament, 

victory over the enemy of your country, as the turriuU that it- was a meafure to- augment and confali date the 

tuous and diforderly triumph of intemperate faction, fcfources of the Britijh empire; Ycfu : have already 

and 'whether this dander "fhall have been invented in perceived how this project would overftride the Britifh 

lLondon, or transmitted from the Cattle, whether the' Conftitution, and open abroad approach for that def- 

Englifh minifter fabricated it to deceive the Englifh na- potifm, which -has fo long gradually advanced upon it* 

tion,-or the Irifh fecretary to excufe himfelf to "his maf- 

ter, it will equally harmonize with the remainder of the thcjlrangersupentbiisccafcn^re faid-toha-ve done. The mn^ c/p-rt- 
picture, 
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* Fxtraflcdfrentle Suhof ike iSii if January, 1799. 
" A more difirdtrlj debate fcarcely ever, we believe, took place in 
any of the Jlffiir.blies of France i'mes the beginning of the Revolution^ 
than in the Irifh Houfe if Ccmnsns on the tjueftion reflecting tbe Uni- 
on.: The fpeeches of thofe who were in favour of the meafure were 
received with biffe s and greans, and thofe who were adverfe were 
cheered with'the plaudits and kuzaa's not only of the Members, but of 
the galleries. The tribunes of the French rfjjemblies perhaps never in- 
Jcrfercdin a manner more likely to influence the deliberation, than 



brisus language was held by fome of the opponcnt?~to the meafure to- 
wards its fuppoiters, and it is a faft, that r.ia:iyof the latter left the 
Houfe, not chufing to remain in fo tumultuous an afiembly.'' 

I add another and fh'iking ir.flancc of the profefTcd and fyflemntic 
contempt of the feelings of Ireland upon which Government has 
grounded this meafure. On Friday the 1 8th January, 1795, four 
days before the debate on the Addrefs, when the 'Cattle Was fiufhed 
with fuccefs, rafldy anticipated, a miriltcrial papery called the' Hi- 
bernian Telegraph, notoriously conducted' by an Englifh Secretary, 
openly libelled the memory of the Volunteers, and informed the 
public llat-intbe year 178a tbe Irifh parliament aftttl under the in(!u> 
ence of on arm! J and illegitimate ban»ittj. 
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You have Hot 'flint your eyes upon this fimple confe- 
quence of themeafure, that tho' the countries are no- 
minally and metaphysically united, they will continue 
naturally diftin£t, and that when the Iriih militia have 
marched into England, and the Englifh into Ireland, as 
into contiguous counties, the king will hav'e> to all 
■praflical.piirpofes, a fhmding army in both countries. 
All thefe, and many more topics, upon the fubjeSr. of 
an Union, have been already elaborately and ably dif- 
cuffed, both" within and without your walls, and nothing 
remains for me, but to fuggeiT., tliat by an Union, Ireland 
'will lofe one good friend, whom once loft, file can never 
recover* I fpeak of a friend from whom (Tie has derived 
all the blefiings fiie ai prefent enjoys, and, I truft, will 
derive more. Permit me to recommend to your atten- 
tion, that friend of my Country— 

A SHORT MONEY-BILL ; 

that is the friend to whom we owe our. Mutiny Bill, our 
O&enial Bill, our Free Trade, and our Free Conftitu- 
tion ; you that arc old enough to remember this coun- 
try fince Lord Townfend's time, well know that I do 
hot overvalue this friend to Ireland. This is the only 
friend who can ferve us, when aMinifter feeks to out- 
vote us, by- a minority. This is the friend who at- 
Chieved that meafure, (I ufe the words of Mr. Pitt) that 
childifb meafure, the independence of Ireland, -which 
in the year 1782, her Parliament and her People 
pledgedthemfelves to yield but with their lives. 
I have the honor to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Youf very devoted humble Servant, 

HINT. 



the fcehes will be the following, viz. A viewofafpletl- 
did and populous city, which will change into a mean 
nfhing^town. A beautiful view of a rich country, in- 
terfperfed with mills, and manufacturers at work, ter- 
minated by the fea, covered with (hipping, which will 
fuddenlychange into a wild and uninhabited defart. A 
view of a fpacious plain, with feveral parties of tax- 
gatherers, &c. travelling- acrofs it in all directions, at- 
tended by. bodies of troops, in Englifh uniforms, and 
representing the naked natives, now flying from, and 
now (kirmifning with them ; affording altogether, a ve- 
ry interefling fpe&acle. A view of an harbour, with a 
veffel at anchor, and crowds of people hurrying on 
board with their families, effects, &c. &c. ; the diflxefs 
of thofe left behind, exprefted moft admirably, -and to 
the life ; with many others . not lefs pi&urefque. The 
whole to conclude with a grand emblematic tranfparen- 
cy, of a lion playirig on an harp, but having overftxain- 
;ed and broken the firings with his claws, it falls from 
him. His vain, tho* defperate attempts to recover it, 
are exquifitely pourtrayed. ' The fcenes all to be pre- 
pared in England, from plans defigned in London, 
Briflol, Liverpool, Manchester, &c. &e. and will be 
faithfully executed, (if poffible) under the direction of 
the Englifh managers, who have been at uncea/ing 
pains, and enormous expence already, and willfpare 
neither, in future, to have them accurately got up here. 
During the performance, Goldfmith's Deferted Village, 
fet to muftc, iindcadipted to the harp, will be given. ' 

N.B.- The- Managers haying ib-een compelled to 
poftpone'the bri'ngingforward the above ■• reprefentatioil 
tor.fome time, acquaint the public however, that they 
are determined to have it exhibited as fooh as poflible. 



L'R. HANDY, of the •'Royal Circus, Fofter-place, 
feels himfelf bound to apologize to a liberal public for 
the failure of his late performance, -which had excited 
fo much expectation. It was entirely owing to want of 
management and training, that fo many-of the cattle ran 
reftive, ran out of the courfe, kicked, flatted, plunged, 
and took the find. He intends -that they fhall be bet- 
ter backed the next time, and has fcht'to England for a 
PeJfiam bit, which it is expected will fit the hardefl 
mouths. The Cunnemara poney that was rode in the 
Martin-gale, will riinagainft time from the Circus to the 
Cujlm-faitfe, and back again to the Houfe of 'Lordr t 
carrying a feather. Play or pay* 



UERGEANT-MAJOR .BLABBER, lately. arrived 
from the city of Galway, haying difcovered, by a cu- 
rious procefs, (for which'he has lately obtained his Ma- 
jefty's Patent) a mode of conveying founds from without 
doors, very audibly, into great public 1 buildings, after 
the manner of the whifpering gallery, offers hb fervices 
to all Minifters, Mayors, Aldermen of Police, &c. to 
whom the faid invention may prove to be of the utmoff 
utility. He is to= be heard of at Daly's Coffee-houfe. 
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T'une—Derry Down. 
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OW in preparation for exhibition, at the Nation- .OiLLY PITT t'ot 

a1 ' .T he M, r f' • 3 d , ramat ' lc romance, entirely new; in Dear Johnny, my brain oTVprdecVbftlL ^ ""' 

which will be introduced, an aftonim.ng variety of the T wi H get you a damfel ^ hu ^ om md frefl 

moft (Inking fcenery, deceptions, and changes. Among To make bone of your bone, and flefhof your fldh 



